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THE MFP GOFUND PROGRAMME

The Marti i Franqués COFUND Doctoral Programme
(MFP) is a redesign of the existing URV’s Marti i
Franqués Programme. Since its beginning on 2017 we
have offered 100 doctoral contracts, in four editions:
2017-2018 and 2020-2021) at the URV. The
programme is uniquely shaped to offer the best
training stemming from the "triple i" principles of the
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions: international,
interdisciplinary and intersectoral. We combine leading
research groups at URV with scientific partners from
world-class institutions, such that the candidates will
be exposed to interdisciplinary training as well as
mentoring from the no-academic sector. Through MFP,
URV is in a unique position to offer the best conditions
for doctoral training, based on the principles of the

European Charter for Researchers and the Code of
Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers, as well
as the EU Principles for Innovative Doctorate Training.

The positions are based on individual projects
encompassing all areas of research at URV: Sciences,
Health Sciences, Arts and Humanities, Engineering,
Social and Legal Sciences.

As a result of the 2020 and 2021 Calls, we have hired
49 PhD researchers from all over the world. You can
view all the profiles in our website, including
information about the bios, the PhD project, and the
main achievements of each fellow.

CALL 2020

[ Ubaid Ahmad [ Srishti Goyal ] Zacharia Ng'ang'a

[ Giulio Burgio [ Génesis Maria Guarimata [ Naga Pandurangi

[ Regan Ceaser [ Ronaldo Luis H6hn ] Charalampos Papadakis
[ Julia Marine Chrétien [ Farnoosh Hormozinezhad ] Deepak Parajuli

[ Jesus David Coral Pérez [ Muzahir Hussain [ Satyam

[ Gohar ljaz Dar [ Florijan Jalsevac [ Kandeel Shafigue

[ ] Vittoria Dentella [ ] Muhammad Faizan Khan [ ] Hussain Ahmed Tariqg
[ Stylianos Fanourakis [ Camilla Masullo [ Daniel James Tarr

[ Antonio Forente [ Tahereh Mokary Yazdely [ Mostafa Zarandi

[ Kurias George [ Tasneem Binte Morshed

[ | Shaira Jane Acosta [ | Younas Khan [ | Debashish Roy

[ | Marco A. Bustamante [ | Shiza Khagan [ | Alejandro Santos

[ ] Giulia Campaioli [ ] Matheo Lopez Pachén [ ] Fahimeh Tavafi

[ | Giuseppe Colella [ | D. Francheska Marquez [ | Erika A. Torres

[ | Christine El Khoury [ | Mattia Mattei [ | Mohammadali Zoljalali
[ | Fabiola Garcia Reyes [ | Ali Naseri

[ | Sharanpreet Kaur [ | Mubdiul Islam Rizu
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https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/ubaid-ahmad/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/giulio-burgio/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/regan-ceaser/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/julia-chretien/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/jesus-coral/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/gohar-dar/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/vittoria-dentella/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/stylianos-fanourakis/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/antonio-forente/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/kurias-george/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/srishti-goyal/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/genesis-guarimata/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/ronaldo-hohn/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/farnoosh-hormozinezhad/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/muzahir-hussain/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/florijan-jalsevac/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/faizan-khan/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/camilla-masullo/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/tahereh-mokary/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/tasneem-morshed/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/zacharia-nganga/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/naga-pandurangi/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/charalampos-papadakis/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/deepak-parajuli/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/satyam/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/kandeel-shafique/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/hussain-tariq/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/daniel-tarr/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/mostafa-zarandi/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/shairajane-acosta/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/marcoandres-bustamante/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/giulia-campaioli/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/giuseppe-colella/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/christine-elkhoury/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/fabiola-garcia/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/sharanpreet-kaur/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/younas-khan/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/shiza-khaqan/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/matheo-lopez/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/mattia-mattei/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/ali-naseri/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/mubdilislam-rizu/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/debashish-roy/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/alejandro-santos/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/fahimeh-tavafi/
https://www.urv.cat/en/research/support/programmes/marti-franques/cofund/fellows/mohammadali-zoljalali/
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VISIBILITY OF THE PROGRAMME

During this year, our programme has been
presented in different events, contributing to
URV’s international visibility. We also have
participated in different institutional
initiatives, making the MFP PLUS
programme known within the URV
community.

On 2022, our Twitter profile has reached
over 500 followers and has accumulated
over 1,500 tweets

—— oF s ~o7an 2970 i
- dar the Harle Skedowsks-Curle grant agreerient No. 7673 and N5, 75113,

We have participated in institutional social
networks initiatives to promote women
participation in science

W@ ‘fi :..

R

On the occasion of the finalisation of the

first MFP programme, we have produced a
video summarising our experiences and the
main achievements of the fellows

UNIVERSITAT
ROVIRA i VIRGILI

On 2022 we finished the selection of the 30
new fellows within the 2 Call of the MFP
PLUS, in addition to the 20 already selected
in 2021

We have presented our programme and
share our experience in different meetings,
conferences and events, such as the
EARMA Annual Conference or the 10"
AGAUR Research managers meeting

The European Commission Foresight
activity: exploring the future to shape
today's priorities

We have brought together all the fellows,
on the occasion of the mid-term review
meeting with the project officer of the
European Research Executive Agency

/04



https://youtu.be/P_TIIDNZSE0

SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS

As a result of the research work carried out
by the fellows and their supervisors, during
2021-2022 five open access articles have
been published, following the European
Commission’s open science policy.

Burgio, G.; Steinegger, B.; Rapisardi, G.;
Arenas, A. (2021). Homophily in the
adoption of digital proximity tracing apps
shapes the evolution of epidemics. Phys.
Rev. Res. 3(3)
10.1103/PhysRevResearch.3.033128

R R S

Burgio, G.; Steinegger, B.; Arenas, A.
(2022). Homophily impacts the success of
vaccine roll-outs. Commun Phys 5(70)
10.1038/s42005-022-00849-8

1.00

0.00 025 0.50 075 1.00

Burgio, G.; Arenas, A.; Gbmez, S.; et al.
(2021). Network clique cover approximation
to analyze complex contagions through
group interactions. Commun Phys 4(111).
10.1038/s42005-021-00618-z
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JalSevac, F.; Terra, X.; Rodriguez-Gallego,
E.; Beltran-Debdn, R.; Blay, M.T.; Pinent,
M.; Ardevol, A. (2022). The Hidden One:
What We Know About Bitter Taste
Receptor 39. Frontiers in Endocrinology, 13
10.3389/fendo.2022.854718

Segu, H.; JalSevac, F.; Pinent, M.; Ardevol,
A.; Terra, X.; Blay, M.T. (2022). Intestinal
Morphometric Changes Induced by a
Western-Style Diet in Wistar Rats and
GSPE Counter-Regulatory Effect. Nutrients
14(13) 10.3390/nu14132608
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https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevResearch.3.033128
https://doi.org/10.1038/s42005-022-00849-8
https://doi.org/10.1038/s42005-021-00618-z
https://doi.org/10.3389/fendo.2022.854718
https://doi.org/10.3390/nu14132608

In order to present their research results, the
MFP PLUS fellows have participate in several

national and international conferences.

Deepak Parajuli, International Aerosol

Conference 2022, Greece
| ~

Jesus D. Coral, Iberian COMSOL

Multiphysics Conference 2022, Spain

Concentrator and Afternative Design to Sort
" ticles

Camilla Masullo, BCN Summer School on
Bi- and Multilingualism 2022, Spain

Florijan JalSevac, NUGO Week 2022, Spain

Thank You

Giulio Burgio, Conference of the
Sociotechnical Complex Systems
Association 2022, Spain

Kandel Shafique, ESOF - MSCA Satellite
Even 2022, Netherland

/06




OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

So far, the MFP PLUS fellows have
participated in 27 outreach activities, mainly
at European Researchers’ Night (2021 and
2022), but also at other events such as the
Science Week, EstiURV or the MSCA
Falling Walls Competition.

Kandeel Shafique has participate in the
MSCA internal phase of the Falling Walls
Competition in Paris

—
Rremy

Tasks of volunteering during the
organisation of the European Researchers’
Night, for 2021 and 2022 editions

I~ i

12

24 contributions of MFP PLUS fellows to
European Researchers’ Night, for 2021 and
2022 editions, in all types of activities:
workshops in the central event, talks at the
schools, and poster presentations in the
European Corner

Imagineu

101




TRAINING

Transferable skills can enhance the career
mobility and increase the chances of
success in landing the job one wants, and
they can help give a competitive edge when
applying for a position. Being aware of the
importance of these skills in the career
development of the fellows, we are offering
an extended array of training courses.

As part of the PhD studies, the MFP PLUS
fellows have been offered with an extensive
training package on transversal skills.13
courses have been offered internally at the
URV

As the URV is member of the AURORA
partnership of European universities (Co-
funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the
European Union, under grant agreement
No 101035804), some fellows have
benefited from the Summer School on Soft
Skills development through video gaming,
hosted by University of Iceland

In addition, 29 MFP PLUS fellows have
been participating in VERSA — Video
Games for PhD Soft Skills Training (within
the Call Science with and for Society, under
grant agreement No H2020-SwafS-08-
2019-2020)

Moreover, also as part of the fellows’
training, Muzahir Hussain and Charalampos
Papadakis have already carried out their
international secondments at Kgbenhavns
Universitet (Denmark) and Université de
Genéve (Switzerland), respectively

KPRLNHAVNS @

anivresiTer @

for Surdhed 0g Samfund (CSS)
o alth g i Sariacy (G551

/08




URV'S DIGITAL NEWSPAPER

Fellows’ research achievements and general
news about the MFP PLUS programme
have been highlighted in the institutional
newspaper. During 2021 and 2022, up to 11
pieces of news have been published.

A URV research team succeeds in
predicting SARS-CoV-2 mutations using
artificial neural networks

The Cheminformatics and Nutrition research group of the University
has designed a machine learning system that predicts recurrent
mutations of coronaviruses, information that will allow new drugs to
be developed

The European Research Night science
workshops attract more than 2,500
people to Placa Corsini

The informative workshops in Reus and the Antoni de Marti i

Franques scientific tour of the city complete a weekend devoted to
scientific communication.

Doctoral researcher Kandeel Shafique
will represent URV in the internal
phase organised by Marie Sklodowska-
Curie Actions for the world-class pitch
competition Falling Walls

The Falling Walls competition is an opportunity for researchers to
present their innovative ideas and projects to the international
scientific community

The URV receives 894 applications from

around the world to fill 65 doctoral
positions

The applicants are applying for a place on the Marti i Franques
program, in its Standard, Banco Santander and MSCA-COFUND
editions. The successful candidates will take up their positions at the
University as from December 2021 and will be given contracts of up
to three years

/09




Call opened for 61 doctoral contracts at
the URV as part of the Marti i Franqueés
programme

This Thursday, 1 July, is the first day for applications for each one of
the three editions of the programme: standard, with 28 contracts;

COFUND, with 20, and Banco Santander, with 13. The deadline for
applications is 6 September 2021

A European project gets underway to
improve the “soft skills” of doctoral
programmes

Video gamEs foR Skills trAining (VERSA) is a project led by the
Postgraduate and Doctoral School of the Universitat Rovira i Virgili,
and in which two other universities from the Aurora network are also
taking part: the University of Innsbruck and the Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam. The Ibero-American Knowledge Foundation is also
participating

Tiversa mun. vuk

‘<\/
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KICK-OFF MEETING

March 23, 2021
9:30 - 13:00
Online

The URV finishes the selection of
predoctoral researchers on the Marti i
Franques programme

The selection process took place between January and February and
about 20 candidates have already signed their contracts with the
University. In total, 71 new doctoral students from 19 countries all
over the world will be starting work. Their theses will be supervised
by almost 100 lecturers

The URV receives almost 1200
applications from around the world for
just 76 doctoral degree places

The applications are for the Marti i Franqueés programme, both in its
standard format and the MSCA-COFUND version, and they are from

60 and 90 different countries respectively. The individuals chosen will
join the University between December this year and April 2021

The URV has opened a call for 76
predoctoral contracts for the Marti i
Franqués programme

This Tuesday, 15 September, the application period was opened for
both of the programme’s sections: the standard section, for which

there are 45 places on offer, and COFUND, for which there are 31. The
deadline for applications is 15 November 2020

no




The URV consolidates its position as
the leading Spanish institution in
terms of European funding received to
train research staff

Since 2014, URV has received 7.9 million euros for two projects of the

COFUND-doctoral programme Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions
(MSCA)

The URV wins for the second time a
European project that will enable it to
contract 50 predoctoral researchers

The European Commission has awarded the URV’s Marti i Franques
programme more than four million euros to be used to contract 50
predoctoral researchers. The selection process will take place over
two editions in 2020 and 2021, and the chosen candidates will each be
awarded a three-year contract. The university will contribute a
further four million euros to the project. The URV is one of three
institutions in Spain to have received funding in the last call of the
European Commission’s COFUND-DP programme, and it is the one
that has received the most money

m




MISCELLANEA

As part of the URV community, the MFP
PLUS fellows have been involved in the day-
to-day university life, organising events and
seminars, visiting URV’s collaborating
institutions, or participating in the activities of
their research groups, departments and PhD
programmes.

Julia Chrétien, co-organiser, during the
monthly Lesbian-Feminist Theory seminar
in the Department of Anthropology,
Philosophy and Social Work

7

Hussain Tarig and Gohar ljaz Dar visiting
the offices of CENFIM Cluster & Innovation
in La Sénia

Social activities of the research group

MoBioFood, to which Zacharia Waithaka
Ng'ang'a, Florijan JalSevac and Muzahir
Hussain are ascribed.

Matheo Lopez Pachodn'’s first days at
Mechanical Engineering Department of the
URV

Kandeel Shafique has participated in the
campaign “Stories of Human Values” of the
Catalan Ministry of Research and
Universities. View the full video!

B /T3 ) > » .

Farnoosh Hormozinezhad during the
recording for the institutional video for
celebrate the International Day of Women
and Girls in Science. View the full video!

7
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https://youtu.be/FQl97DUEF_s
https://twitter.com/universitatURV/status/1622908983542513670

Marti i Franques COFUND Doctoral Programme

Research Support Office
N5 building - Sescelades Campus

C. Marcel:li Domingo 2-4-6, 43007 — Tarragona
(+34) 977 55 8173
mfp.cofund@urv.cat

www.urv.cat/cofund




